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When you review the 
school calendar law in 
the state of North Car-
olina, it is clear that 
schools are in a no win 
situation. As creative as 

we try to be, we always 
run into the school cal-
endar law. We originally 
presented a calendar to 
the Board of Education 
with a start date of Au-
gust 23. We were “cre-
atively” interpreting the 
statute. Several districts 
around us have already 
approved calendars with 
a similar start date. With 
that knowledge, we got 
a nice letter from the 
North Carolina Depart-
ment of Public Instruc-
tion that stated that any 
calendar that started 

before August 29 was 
in violation of state law. 
The only exceptions are 
early colleges and those 
with a waiver due to ex-
cessive snow fall. Mont-
gomery County Early 
College will exercise 
that exception but we 
do not see enough snow 
here to get a waiver for 
the rest of our schools. 
That is very frustrating. 
The school calendar law 
serves no education-
al purpose. A powerful 
lobby out there fights 
to keep it on the books 

because they believe it 
provides an econom-
ic benefit to the state. I 
have seen research both 
ways. I can only look at 
it from the educational 
perspective. It is a horri-
ble law. I was against it 
when it first passed the 
legislature, and I am still 
against it. 

This law is the rea-
son that our start date 
changed to August 29. 
We will follow the law. 
I hope you will continue 
to talk to our state repre-
sentatives about chang-

ing this law. The House 
of Representatives has 
shown a great willing-
ness to look at the law 
and to try to change it. 
Multiple House mem-
bers have advanced bills 
to alleviate the effects 
of this law on school 
systems. Representa-
tive Ben Moss has tried. 
However, those bills 
always die a quick and 
painful death in the state 
Senate. One man will 
not let any talk of chang-
ing the school calendar 
law move forward, and 

no one will challenge 
him on it. I think the 
time for our senators to 
band together and make 
this change happen has 
come. I hope that 2022 
will be the year that it fi-
nally happens. Hope is a 
horrible strategy. How-
ever, right now, that’s all 
we have.

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

WELCOME TO MCS  - Angela Campbell, pic-
tured at left, is a native of Montgomery County. 
She is a graduate of East Montgomery High 
School and Montgomery Community College, 
where she completed her associate degree. She 
continued her education at Gardner Webb 
University, where she obtained her Bachelor’s 
degree. Mrs. Campbell has served in many dif-
ferent roles with Montgomery County Schools 
for over 18 years. This year is her first year 
teaching. She loves her new role as a 4th grade 
ELA teacher at Green Ridge Elementary. Mrs. 
Campbell shared that the words of John Max-
well inspired her, “Students don’t care how 
much you know until they know how much you 
care.” 

MCEC Beta Club Sponsors Math OlympicsMCEC Beta Club Sponsors Math Olympics

FIRST PLACE TEAM- Congratulations to East Middle on winning! 
Team members, pictured left to right, Dylan Oridio Reza, Jackson Eggen, 
Aiden Aguilar, and Jaxon Crump. 

TOP 3 INDIVIDUAL OLYMPIANS - Congratulations to the top 3 indi-
vidual winners, pictured left to right, 2nd place - Ariel Bowles, 1st place 
- Jaxon Crump, and 3rd place - Alan Navarro-Munoz. 

TOP 20 OLYMPIANS - Congratulations to the Top 20 Olympians pictured above,  Jackson Eggen, Ariel Bowles, Alan Navarro-Munoz, Jose Muniz 
Munoz, Rylan Suarez, Edi Perez, Kynlee Cook, Phinley Hursey, Dylan Oridio Reza, Aidan Aguilar, Zoe Lamonds, Caden Callahan, Lauren Wright, 
Ty King, Anthony Rodriguez Benitez, Jaxon Crump, Sawyer Spell, Hadley Hussey, Anthony Perez, and Cayden Kearns. The Top 10 were also recog-
nized with a certificate. 

Montgomery County Early College Beta Club recently hosted the annual Math Olympics competition. The competition was open to 4th, 5th, and 6th grade 
students who scored levels 4 and 5 on their previous Math EOG. Students competed individually and in teams to answer math problems during the competition. 
Congratulations to all students who participated!
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I would like to thank 
Mrs. Katie Hursey for 
her service to Montgom-
ery County Schools and 
our students. For sev-
eral years, Mrs. Hursey 
served as the Public In-
formation Officer for 
our schools. She was the 
one in charge of many 
of our most ambitious 
projects. She oversaw 
the development and 
implementation of our 
Back to School Block 
Party, which is the one 
most public thing that 

most people would rec-
ognize. However, she 
also led the way in the 
development of the 
Montgomery County 
Hall of Honor and was 
critical in making sure 
hundreds of kids had a 
Merry Christmas due to 
her work with the Tree 
of Hope. If there was 
a big project going on 
involving our schools, 
you can bet that Katie 
was somehow involved 
in it somewhere. On top 
of all that, this is the first 

School Connection arti-
cle that will have been 
organized by someone 
other than Mrs. Hursey 
(Thank you Shannon 
Robinson for stepping 
in for the time being). 
Mrs. Hursey served her 
final day with us last 
week and her absence 
will be felt for the fore-
seeable future.The good 
news is that she has not 
gone very far. One of 
our most valuable and 
longest running partner-
ships is with Communi-

ties in Schools of Mont-
gomery County. I am 
happy to say that Mrs. 
Katie Hursey is now the 
new Executive Director 
of that organization. She 
will now be in charge of 
the important work that 
CISMC does to support 
our students. It is good 
to know that we will 
have someone doing 
that job that has the in-
timate knowledge that 
Katie does regarding 
our school system and 
CIS. She knows both of 

us very well. On behalf 
of Montgomery County 
Schools, we thank Ka-
tie for her long service 
and we look forward 
to working with her in 
her new role. I have no 
doubt that her appoint-
ment will be a win-win 
for both organizations. 
Ultimately, our students 
will be the beneficiaries 
of her valuable work.

April Staff Appreciation Winners

GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL - Congratulations to Rylee Auman, junior at 
Montgomery County Early College, for being selected to attend North 
Carolina’s 2022 Governor’s School for Natural Science!  

There are multiple stations available in the lab that can be stand-alone 
stations. Students can integrate STEM activities into their curriculum, 
whether that is science, math, ELA, social studies, or an exploratory 
class. Instructions and guidebooks are available for some stations on how 
to operate them, such as for Snap Circuits.

Thank you to Badcock Home Furniture &more of Troy for sponsoring this month’s winners. 

SES STAFF APPRECIATION WINNER - Congratulations to Verenise 
Valdovinos, above middle, on being recognized as the Classified Staff 
Appreciation winner from Star Elementary. Mrs. Valdovinos is the 
receptionist and translator. She does the entire yearbook for the school, 
translates school work and material that is sent home with students, 
and organizes and takes photos of all the students that get PBIS positive 
referrals. Parents trust and depend on her. Also pictured is Dr. Dale Ellis, 
right, and Janet Deaton, Principal of Star Elementary, left.

SES STAFF APPRECIATION WINNER - Congratulations to Stacy Lu-
cas, above middle, on being recognized as the Certified Staff Appreciation 
winner from Star Elementary. Mrs. Lucas serves as the school nurse for 
Star Elementary. She has been very supportive during the pandemic. She 
is loving and kind to all the students and makes a positive connection with 
parents. Also pictured is Dr. Dale Ellis, right, and Janet Deaton, Principal 
of Star Elementary, left.

PTEC SIGNATURE SCHOOL - Congratulations to Montgomery County 
Early College for being selected as a Signature School of the Piedmont 
Triad Region! Picured above from left to right, Dr. Heather Seawell, 
MCEC Principal, Kirk Watts, and Cindy Martin. 

WMS STEM Lab Pre-K & Kindergarten Registration Online



Girls on the Run Spring 2022

GOTR - Star Elementary

  Coach Logan Jordan’s 
Female Athlete Strength 
and Conditioning Class 
toured UNC-Greens-
boro on February 28, 
2022.  The Lady Tim-
berwolves took a guided 
walking tour of campus 
and participated in a pro-
spective student-athlete 
orientation.  UNCG rep-
resentatives reviewed 
Enrollment Require-
ments, Financial Aid, 
Student Employment 
Opportunities, Greek 
Life, Study Abroad Op-
tions, Clubs, Division 
I Athletics, Academic 
Entry Requirements, 
Academic and Testing 
Standards, Housing, and 
Honors College Offer-
ings, along with other 
topics.  

  The MCHS and MCEC 
student athletes have 
been invited for an April 
return visit to shad-
ow one of the Division 
I Spartans Women’s 
Team members. During 
“A Day in the Life of a 
Spartan Athlete”  MCEC 
and MCHS student ath-
letes will participate in 
a Spartan Training Ses-
sion and meet coaching 
representatives from 
each of the women’s 

teams at UNCG, as well 
as shadow a Spartan 
athlete. 

  Building this relation-
ship between UNCG 
and Montgomery Coun-
ty High School athlet-
ics has opened doors 
for our MCHS students 
because now they have 
met UNCG students 
and current UNCG staff 
members.  This means 
our high school students 
can picture themselves 
at UNCG in the near fu-
ture.  

Yamileth Hermosa 
Reyes (11th grader 
MCHS) thought that 
seeing the dorm room 
was cool because you 
can’t really envision 
that in your mind when 
you are looking at the 
college website.  “The 
dorm room was big and 
it had a bed and a desk 
for each student.  It even 
had a sink,  a walk-in 
closet and its own ther-
mostat.  Each room has 
control over the tem-
perature so you just 
have to get your room-
mate to agree to how 
warm or cool you want 
your room to be.” 

Sarah Cole (12th Grader 
MCHS) enjoyed lunch 
at the food court. “It was 
huge!  They had Tropi-
cal Smoothie, Chic-
Fil-A, Starbucks, and a 
Panda Express is com-
ing soon.  We were there 
at lunch time and even 
though it was crowded, 
it is a big enough space 
that they were able to 
serve everyone.  There 
is even a second food 
court that has buffet ser-
vice, so there are lots of 
choices available.”  

 Erica Shank (11th grader 
MCHS) enjoyed learn-
ing about the traditions 
that make UNC-Greens-
boro unique.  “There is 
a tradition of placing 
apples on the Statue of 
Minerva during exam 
weeks. The higher you 
place your apple on the 
statue, the more wisdom 
Minerva is supposed to 
grant you on your test or 
paper.”   

 Yenny Hernandez Venc-
es (9th grader MCHS) 
had fun on her first col-
lege tour. “There’s a li-
brary with nine floors.  
If you want quiet, you 
go to the very top story 
to study.  If  you want it 

to be a little louder, you 
go to the middle floor.  
If you can study with all 
kinds of noise, then you 
go to the ground floor.  
It’s a very pretty library 
and students are able to 
study almost any time 
they want.  The library 
is open very late and it 
is for the exclusive use 
of students after 9 P.M.” 

Abby Hurley (12th grad-
er MCHS) summed up 
her feelings regarding 
the UNCG visit by say-
ing, “First off, I want to 
thank Coach Jordan for 
making this opportunity 
possible for the female 

athletes. I really enjoyed 
getting a  firsthand ex-
perience of what college 
would look like. This 
trip was fun because 
if any bystander could 
come in and observe our 
weightlifting class, they 
could see how close all 
the female athletes are. I 
honestly think we could 
take any trip together, 
good or bad, but as long 
as we are all together, 
we would make it fun. 
Our weightlifting class 
truly feels like a family 
thanks to Coach Jor-
dan.” 

All athletes, and wom-

en athletes especially, 
are told to dream and 
dream big.  But we all 
dream while we are 
asleep.  College tours 
such as this one, speak 
to our high school stu-
dent athletes and tell 
them that it is no longer 
time to dream.  It is time 
to wake up and start 
accomplishing things.  
Time to turn hard work, 
both athletic and aca-
demic, into a very real 
college experience. 

-Sharon  Swanke
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  I will keep my com-
ments short this week. 
This week marks our 
Spring Break for the 
traditional schools in 
our system. It was one 
of those years when 
Easter is late in the cal-
endar and that always 
makes for a very long 

spring. I know the break 
could not have come at 
a better time. I hope our 
staff has a wonderful 
and safe break and they 
come back rejuvenated 
for a strong end to the 
year. I wish the same for 
our students. With a late 
Spring Break, there will 

be little time to lose be-
tween now and testing 
season. Make sure your 
child has a restful break 
and that they come back 
ready to finish strong. 
We have had a tremen-
dously successful year. 
We want to finish it on 
a high note. As we get 

ready for our traditional 
end of the year events, 
make sure your child 
is as excited as we are. 
We are ready to finish 
strong and put a nice 
finish on what has been 
a great year. I thank our 
parents for their support 
and our wonderful staff 

for their hard work this 
year. It is hard to be-
lieve, but another year is 
almost gone. Let’s finish 
it as the best year yet!

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

GOTR - Candor Elementary

GOTR- Page Street Elementary

GOTR- Green Ridge Elementary

All our GOTR-MoCo teams are having a blast 
and we are so grateful for the support and 
scholarship provided by First Health and the 
Healthy People, Healthy Carolinas grant-- we 
could not do it without you guys! 

MCHS AND MCEC ATHLETES TOUR UNC-G
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